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Propositions 
 
accompanying the thesis 
 
Patterns of coral species richness and reef connectivity in Malaysia 
 
1. There is decreasing reef coral species richness from an east to west geographical 
range across Malaysia.  
This thesis. 
 
2. Reef coral species richness patterns in Malaysia follow the general ecoregion 
classifications of Spalding et al. (2007) instead of the coral-related definitions of 
Veron et al. (2009, 2015). 
This thesis. 
Pro: Spalding MD, Fox HE, Allen GR, Davidson N, Ferdaña ZA, et al. (2007). Marine ecoregions of the 
world: a bioregionalization of coastal and shelf areas. BioScience 57: 573–583. 
Contra: Veron JEN, Devantier LM, Turak E, Green AL, Kininmonth S, et al. (2009) Delineating the Coral 
Triangle. Galaxea, Journal of Coral Reef Studies 11: 91–100. 
Contra: Veron J, Stafford-Smith M, DeVantier L, Turak E (2015) Overview of distribution patterns of 
zooxanthellate Scleractinia. Frontiers in Marine Science 1: 81. 
 
3. Patterns of connectivity among the coral reefs across Malaysia can be attributed to the 
geological history and the water circulation patterns, which are driven by seasonal 
monsoon winds in the area.  
This thesis. 
 
4. Even allegedly well-defined species can be misinterpreted. 
This thesis. 
 
5. Priorities for coral reef research should not exclusively be dictated by usefulness. 
 
6. Regarding marine biodiversity, Malaysia is species-rich, but poorly investigated.  
Pro: Yasin Z, Tan ASH, Shirayama Y (2014) Research on the biodiversity of the seas surrounding 
Malaysia. In: Nakano S, Yahara T, Nakashizuka T (Eds.) Integrative observations and assessments. 
Springer, Tokyo. pp 167–206. 
 
7. The use of model taxa in diversity studies should not be underestimated. 
 
8. To judge the health status of coral reefs, the deeper reef zones should also be taken 
into account.  
 
9. Riding a bicycle is like writing a thesis; there is joy in the journey. 
 
10. Two digits (0, 1) and four letters (A, G, C, T) are the basis of this thesis. 
